CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1060

Introduced by Assembly Member Laird

February 23, 2007

An act to repeal Sections 11265.2 and 11265.3 of, and to repeal and
add Section 11265.1 of, the Welfare and Institutions Code, relating to
public social services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1060, as introduced, Laird. Public social services: CalWORKSs
and the Food Stamp Program: redetermination and recertification.

Existing law requires each county to provide cash assistance and other
social services to needy families through the California Work
Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKSs) program using
federal Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program,
state, and county funds. Under existing law, the county is required to
annually redetermine eligibility for CalWORKSs benefits. Existing law
additionally requires the county to implement a recipient monthly
reporting system, consistent with federal law until the Director of Social
Services makes a specified declaration, at which time the county would
be required to redetermine recipient eligibility and grant amounts on a
quarterly basis, using prospective budgeting, and to prospectively
determine the grant amount that a recipient is entitled to receive for
each month of the quarterly reporting period. Under existing law, a
CalWORK:Ss recipient is required to report to the county, orally or in
writing, specified changes that could affect the amount of aid to which
the recipient is entitled. Existing law requires the quarterly
redetermination report form to be signed by the recipient under penalty
of perjury.
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Existing law provides for the Food Stamp Program, under which food
stamps are allocated by each county in accordance with federal
requirements. Under existing law, the Food Stamp Program is
administered at the state level by the State Department of Social
Services. Existing law requires CalWORKSs reporting requirements to
be implemented in a manner that promotes compatibility between the
CalWORKSs program and the Food Stamp Program.

This bill would repeal the quarterly redetermination requirements and
instead would impose similar requirements for a semiannual
redetermination, operative January 1, 2009. This bill would require the
redetermination report form to be signed under penalty of perjury, thus
creating a new crime and imposing a state-mandated local program.

The bill would also repeal the requirements for prospective
determination of a recipient’s grant amount, and the requirement that
the recipient report the specified changes to the county, operative
January 1, 2009.

Existing law continuously appropriates moneys from the General
Fund to defray a portion of county costs under the CalWORKS program.

This bill would instead provide that the continuous appropriation
would not be made for purposes of implementing the bill.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 11265.1 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 826 of the Statutes of
1999, is repealed.
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SEC. 2. Section 11265.1 of the Welfa're and Institutions Code,
as added by Section 30 of Chapter 1022 of the Statutes of 2002,
is repealed.
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SEC. 3. Section 11265.1 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

11265.1. (a) In addition to the requirement for an annual
redetermination of eligibility, counties shall redetermine recipient
eligibility and grant amounts on a semiannual basis using
prospective budgeting. Counties shall use the information reported
on a recipient’s semiannual report form to prospectively determine
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eligibility and grant amount for the following semiannual reporting
period.

(b) A semiannual reporting period shall be six consecutive
calendar months. The recipient shall submit one semiannual report
form for each reporting period. Counties shall provide a semiannual
report form to recipients at the end of the fourth month of the
semiannual reporting period, and recipients shall return the
completed semiannual report form with required verification to
the county by the 11th day of the fifth month of the semiannual
reporting period.

(c) Counties may establish staggered semiannual reporting
cycles based on factors established or approved by the department,
including, but not limited to, application date or case number.

(d) The semiannual report form shall be signed under penalty
of perjury, and shall include only the information necessary to
determine CalWORKSs and food stamp eligibility and calculate the
CalWORKSs grant amount and food stamp allotment, as specified
by the department. The form shall be as comprehensible as possible
for recipients and shall require recipients to provide the following:

(1) Information about income received during the fourth month
of the semiannual reporting period.

(2) Information about income that the recipient anticipates
receiving during the following semiannual reporting period.

(3) Any other changes to facts required to be reported, together
with any changes to those facts that the recipient anticipates will
occur. The recipient shall provide verification as specified by the
department with the semiannual report form.

(e) A semiannual report form shall be considered complete if
the following requirements, as specified by the department, are
met:

(1) The form is signed no earlier than the first day of the fifth
month of the semiannual reporting period by the persons specified
by the department.

(2) All questions and items pertaining to CalWORKSs and food
stamp eligibility and grant amount are answered.

(3) \erification required by the department is provided.

(f) If a recipient fails to submit a complete semiannual report
form, as defined in subdivision (e), by the 11th day of the fifth
month of the semiannual reporting period, the county shall provide
the recipient with a notice that the county will terminate benefits

99



AB 1060 —6—

O©Coo~No ok~ wNE

at the end of the month. Prior to terminating benefits, the county
shall attempt to make personal contact to remind the recipient that
a completed report is due, or, if contact is not made, shall send a
reminder notice to the recipient no later than five days prior to the
end of the month. Any discontinuance notice shall be rescinded if
a complete report is received by the first working day of the first
month of the following semiannual reporting period.

(9) The county may determine, at any time prior to the last day
of the calendar month following discontinuance for nonsubmission
of a semiannual report form, that a recipient had good cause for
failing to submit a complete semiannual report form, as defined
in subdivision (e), by the first working day of the month following
discontinuance. If the county finds a recipient had good cause, as
defined by the department, it shall rescind the discontinuance
notice. Good cause exists only when the recipient cannot
reasonably be expected to fulfill his or her reporting responsibilities
due to factors outside of the recipient’s control.

(h) Rules and procedures governing reporting for food stamps
and CalWORKSs shall be consistent with federal food stamp rules
and procedures for simplified reporting.

SEC. 4. Section 11265.2 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
is repealed.
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SEC. 5. Section 11265.3 of the Welfare and Institutions C'ode
is repealed.
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SEC. 6. No appropriation for purposes of Section 15200 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code shall be made for purposes of
implementing this act.

SEC. 7. Sections 1 to 5, inclusive, of this act shall become
operative on January 1, 20009.

SEC. 8. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XI111B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution.
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